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In light of the current weather, most of us are saddled 
with budget worksheets, preparing and planning for 
the next fiscal year. I’ve seen the passion that each 
of you has for your community and hope your local 
officials see that as well, especially during the budget 
process. We have such an impact on the quality of life 
in our areas that often goes overlooked.

My challenge to everyone this year is to become 
a driving force for positive change. Really look at 
your budgets, and make a splash in your communi-
ties. Find a need, a deficiency or shortcoming, and 
address it in your budget. Then fight for the funding, 
and do your best to see it through.

My wife has a poster in her classroom that hits home 
for our line of work: “Be the change you wish to see in 
the world.” — Mahatma Gandhi

On another note, I want to thank John Cooper for his 
continued dedication to the WVRPA and for the fan-
tastic job he has done as president. Also, I am thank-
ful for the wonderful job that Kevin Brady, Mary Ann 
Haldeman and the rest of the Huntington Parks crew 
did hosting us for our annual conference in 2015.

Thank you,
Joe Shuttleworth
President

New Year, New Opportunities

President’s Message

Joe Shuttleworth

As I write this, the cleanup from Winter Storm Jonas is still hindering us all. 
I’m sure all your maintenance crews are hard at work getting sidewalks and 
parking lots clear for your patrons.

On October 22, 2015, Putnam County Parks and Recre-
ation Commission (PCPRC) formally dedicated the Esther 
& Norman Walter Memorial Nature Park. The park con-
sists of 30 acres and was donated to PCPRC by Norman 
Walter upon his death in 2010. Walter’s only require-
ments were for the park to consist of a one-mile loop trail 
with trailhead parking and to be left subject to the forces 
of nature for the study and enjoyment by residents and  
school children.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony was attended by approxi-
mately 175 friends, family and school children from Con-
fidence Elementary and Hometown Elementary schools. 
After opening the park, group leaders from the state Division 
of Forestry, Department of Agriculture; Walter’s surviving 
daughters, Mary and Martha; and several other volun-
teers took the children on a scavenger hunt on the nature 
trail. Before leaving the park, a picnic lunch was enjoyed  
by all.

Future plans for Putnam County’s only nature park include 
overlooks, benches, a handicap-accessible trail, an outdoor 
classroom, additional interpretive signage and a visitors center.

Welcome to the Esther & Norman Walter 
Memorial Nature Park
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“Building Stronger & Healthier Commun-
ities Together” was our conference theme, 
and by listening and talking to many of 
you, our city, town and county park and 
recreation departments are at the forefront 
of this objective. As we continue into 2016, 
the consensus by the parks and recreation 
and local leaders is that stronger and 
healthier communities will continue to be 
at the top of the objective list along with 
bridging critical funding gaps. 

Day one of our conference included our 
annual golf outing (sponsored by Terradon); 
a tour of the city of Huntington, Marshall 
University and GHPRD facilities and areas 
(sponsored by Davis Athletics); and an 
evening welcome disco/barbeque social 
(sponsored by Chapman Technical Group). 

Day two started early with the open-
ing of our registration table (sponsored 
by Gold Medal) and ended late with 
our Appalachian Auction (sponsored by 
Recreation Resource). The first two edu-
cational sessions focused on outdoor rec-
reation in rural Appalachia: “Adventures in 
Appalachia: Outdoor Recreation’s Role in 
the Future” and “Trail Towns: Portals to 
the Wild!” The sessions were presented 
by Seth Wheat of the Office of Kentucky 
Adventure Tourism. 

Our welcome and keynote speaker event 
followed the morning sessions. Welcome 
speakers included Huntington Mayor 
Steve Williams, Rep. Evan Jenkins and 
Cabell-Huntington Convention and Visitors 
Bureau Director Tyson Compton. Our key-
note speaker was Jim Justice, philanthro-
pist, businessman and high school coach. 
All of our speakers spoke passionately 
about the importance for every commu-

nity in West Virginia to have a strong and 
progressive park and recreation depart-
ment and the positive influence their local 
park and recreation department had on 
them during their youth. 

The Exhibitor Hall opening and Exhibitor 
Luncheon immediately followed and 
began the midday activities. Twenty 
exhibitors attended this year’s conference, 
including three new businesses: Partac 
Peat Corporation, Whitlam Paint Company 
and Latta’s Recreation. Remember to 
contact our exhibitors if you are in need of 
a service, equipment, materials or advice. 
They really know their business!

The two afternoon sessions got started 
with Gabe Hays and Brad Chambers of 
ReCreate Park Planning Group discuss-

ing proven strategies and directions that 
park leaders should consider as part of 
their current and future mission and mas-
ter plan. The session was titled “Holistic 
Park Funding & Implementation Strate-
gies.” David Ortale, executive director of 
the National Association of Park Founda-
tions, explored and explained the various 
categories of park foundations, the impor-
tance of park foundations and the role of 
park foundations in your community in his 
presentation titled “Is Your Park Founda-
tion Successful?” 

After a short break, we regathered in the 
Exhibit Hall for the day’s final activities: 
the Exhibit Hall evening opening, the 
Exhibitor Dinner, awarding of the Exhibitor 
– Best of Show and the Appalachian 
Auction. 2015 was the first time WVRPA 

All Recreation
Alpha

American Lung Association
American Red Cross

Chapman 
Cunningham Recreation 

Davis Athletic
E.H. Griffith
Gold Medal
Green Site

Hays 
Innova Disc Golf

Land, Planning & Design
Larson Design 

Latta’s Recreation
Musco Lighting

MyRec.com
Park n Pool

Partac Peat Corp.
Recreation Resource

Taylor Recreation
Terradon 

Terry Smith Pool Tech.
Thrasher

Triad 
United Laboratories 

W.V. Tobacco
Whitlam Paint Company

43rd Annual West Virginia Recreation   and Park Conference 
by Bruce M. Miller, WVRPA Executive Director

Three cheers for Greater Huntington Park and Recreation District (GHPRD) for hosting our 43rd 
Annual West Virginia Recreation and Park Conference. Director Kevin Brady and the employ-

ees of GHPRD did an outstanding job showcasing Huntington and assisting with our conference. 
Our conference, which was held October 13-15, 2015, at the Big Sandy Arena, surpassed our 
expectations in the number and quality of participants, exhibitors, presenters and fun.

Exhibitors, thank you for your friendship, expertise and support! 

List of recent, past and present exhibitors:
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The second-place team consisted of Joe Shuttleworth of Bridge-
port Parks and Kaitlin Bishop and John Cooper of Clarksburg 
Parks. John Davis of Davis Athletics, Rick DeGroff of United 
Laboratory, and Matt Glaspey and Greg Fox of Terradon finished 
in third place. Fred Davis of Davis Athletics and Shawn Gray and 
Pete Williams of Terradon finished fourth.

Rick DeGroff claimed the prize for the longest drive competition, 
Fred Davis had the longest putt, and Jim Christie won the closest-
to-the-pin contest.

Special thanks to Terradon Corporation for sponsoring lunch for 
the participants!

WVRPA Golf Results

presented the Exhibitor – Best of Show 
award, and Hays Landscape Architecture 
Studios was the winner. 

Thank you to professor of parks and rec-
reation David Graefe and the Marshall 
University Parks and Recreation Organi-
zation of Students (PROS) who assisted 
with the registration table (sponsored by 
Gold Medal), activity and exhibitor setups, 
and other tasks. 

Day three sessions focused on programs 
and facilities that WVRPA departments 
are organizing and implementing. Grand 
Vue Park Director Craig White spoke 
on “Adding Adventure to your Parks.” 
White gave an overview of how Grand 
Vue Park in Moundsville, West Virginia, 
is becoming a regional “destination park” 
by offering visitors adventure activities 
and facilities, including a canopy tour, 
zip line, mountain biking and treehouse 

lodging. “Oh! What Wonderful Things 
Are Happening” was the second ses-
sion of the day. Jefferson County Parks 
and Recreation Assistant Director David 
Kling discussed how park employees, 
local leaders and the local communities 
in a booming population area, Jefferson 
County, are working together to continue 
to offer and maintain their department’s 

traditional recreational programs and 
facilities as well as plan for new programs 
and facilities. Some discussion points 
included the expansion plans of the 
indoor recreation center as well as sev-
eral “cool and successful” programming 
activities that included Nerf wars, adult 
and kid “mudders,” and survival camp.

This year’s conference demonstrated 
how all of us within the recreation and 
park profession are building healthier 
and stronger communities by working 
together. The Annual Conference is our 
one time of the year that everyone in 
WVRPA comes together to further our 
profession by sharing, networking and 
energizing ourselves for the best interest 
of the public. 

Keep playing!

Congratulations to the team of Craig White of Grand Vue Park, Ryan Wheeler of Terradon, 
Jim Christie of Larson Design Group and Dale Forester of Whitlam Paint who captured first 
prize at the annual WVRPA Golf Outing held at the Silo Golf Course in Huntington as part 
of our 2015 conference.

43rd Annual West Virginia Recreation   and Park Conference 

All of our speakers spoke  
passionately about the  

importance for every community  
in West Virginia to have a strong 

and progressive park and  
recreation department and the 

positive influence their local park 
and recreation department had  

on them during their youth.
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Tobacco-related diseases are the most preventable dis-
eases in the world, and you don’t have to be a tobacco 
user to develop tobacco-related diseases. Secondhand 

smoke has been proven to be a danger to everyone, no matter 
the level of exposure. It has immediate adverse effects on the 
cardiovascular system and can have immediate adverse effects 
on your blood and blood vessels, increasing the risk of having a 
heart attack.

Seventy-three percent of West Virginians do not smoke. That is 
a majority of people in the Mountain State. Here is an idea: Let’s 
protect the 73 percent who do not smoke and ask the 27 per-
cent who do smoke to do the same. 

Sometimes when working toward passing a new tobacco-
free policy, I hear concerns from park board, city council, and 
county commission members regarding losing park visitors, but 
tobacco-free policies may actually encourage more people to 
visit parks. Remember, the majority of West Virginians (and non-
West Virginia residents) are nonsmokers. 

Consider this: Parks are designed to encourage people to be 
physically active and spend time together. Runners and walk-
ers, school athletic teams, children, and families are among 
the many users of public parks. They enjoy a safe place to 
exercise, hold family reunions, watch and play ball games, and 
spend time playing on the playgrounds. Tobacco use is con-
tradictory to the promotion of healthy lifestyles. Secondhand 
smoke affects the performance of athletes. Smoking takes 
away from the time that can be spent with family. Secondhand 
smoke affects the health of those being exposed, even for short  
periods of time. 

In addition to the secondhand smoke concern, there is a con-
cern about toxic litter left behind by tobacco users. Cigarette 
butts are the most littered item IN THE WORLD. Cigarette 
butts are not biodegradable. Children and pets continue to be 
exposed to the chemicals when they pick up discarded cigarette 

Why Tobacco-Free Parks

butts. In addition to cigarette butts, children may be exposed to 
bodily fluids through spit from smokeless tobacco users.

Tobacco-free policies allow adults to be positive role models for 
the children around them. Children who are regularly exposed to 
smoking are more likely to become smokers than children who 
are not exposed to smoking. By not allowing smoking in parks, 
we can help correct the misconception that the majority of West 
Virginians are smokers. Another positive effect of tobacco-free 
policies is the decline in smoking. When it is more difficult to find 
places that allow smoking, smokers are more likely to quit.

One of the biggest concerns I hear when promoting tobacco-
free policies is about enforcement of the policy. This is simple. 
Parks have lots of rules in place already. Simply add the 
tobacco-free park policy to the parks’ current rules. These 
policies are largely self-enforcing. Your local regional tobacco- 
prevention coordinator can provide free signs for your park. 
Once these signs are in place, community members have 
the support they need to speak up when they see someone 
violating the policy. Park staff should be notified of the policy, 
and it also helps to do some promotion through your local  
media outlets. 

Regardless of which side of the issue you are on, the danger of 
secondhand smoke is not debatable. We have a responsibility 
as citizens to protect those around us from the dangers of sec-
ondhand smoke. Enacting tobacco-free park policies is a great 
way to protect the health of our citizens and the beauty of our 
Mountain State.

Please contact Owen Walker, clean indoor air program coordinator, at 304-
356-4204 or Owen.C.Walker@wv.gov for contact information for your local 
regional tobacco-prevention coordinator.

For more information about the health effects of secondhand smoke, visit 
www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/secondhand_smoke/
health_effects.

by Jamie Jacobsen, Regional Tobacco-Prevention Coordinator (Region F), Mid-Ohio Valley Health Department

As a regional tobacco prevention coordinator (RTPC), part of my job 
is to encourage tobacco-free policies in my region to protect com-
munity members. As a parent, it is part of my responsibility to protect 
my children from danger, including that associated with tobacco use  
and exposure.
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Congratulations to the 2015 awards win-
ners, and a special thanks goes to the 
Awards Committee members for their part 
in making these awards possible. 

The Cunningham Scholarship, annual-
ly sponsored by Skip Cunningham of 
Cunningham Associates, is presented 
annually to a deserving student major-
ing in the field of parks and recreation.  
This year’s winner was Kris Black — nomi-
nated by Marshall and Alexander Keiffer 
— West Virginia State University.

Bruce Miller was presented the 2014 
Conference Chairperson Award for our 
2013 conference held at Stonewall Resort.

The Eugene M. Fuller Program Award was 
presented to the City Parks of Clarksburg 
for “Barktoberfest,” an annual program and 
fundraiser for the Clarksburg Dog Park in 
conjunction with West Virginia Dogs.

The Richard P. Sebastian Leadership 
Award was presented to Calvin Todd 
of Marion County Parks and Recreation 
Commission (MCPARC). This award is 
named after the late Rick Sebastian and 
presented to young professionals of the 
WVRPA who exhibit qualities of ambi-
tion, creativity and dedication to the field. 
Todd is the sports management director 
for MCPARC. His dedication to MCPARC 
over the past five years has shown how 
valuable he is to the organization. 

The Honorable Patsy S. Trecost II, dele-
gate from Harrison County, was presented 
the Legislative Award for his promotion 
of parks and recreation on the state 
level and particularly for the City Parks  
of Clarksburg. 

A Special Citation to a Citizen Board 
Member was presented to William D. 
Kelley, longtime commissioner for the 
Greater Huntington Parks & Recreation 
District (GHPRD). Kelley has played an 

active role in countless community proj-
ects, events and activities for many years. 
Kelley has been involved with GHPRD 
and the WVRPA and has represented 
West Virginia as a member of the National 
Recreation and Park Association. 

David P. McKinney, operations manag-
er for the Greater Huntington Parks & 
Recreation District, was presented the 
Presidential Citation for his dedication and 
service to the GHPRD and the WVRPA. 
McKinney earned his way to the top where 
his outstanding work ethic and contribu-
tion to the parks does not go unnoticed. 
This includes supervising multiple projects 
and maintaining the park in excellent con-
dition, and now his skills are being used in 
the office. It is evident that he is nothing 
short of an exceptional businessman, citi-
zen and human being. 

The Past President Award was presented 
to John Cooper, outgoing president of the 
WVRPA and superintendent of the City 

by Kaitlin Bishop, Awards Chairman

Parks of Clarksburg, for his leadership and 
dedication to the association. 

The final award of the ceremony was the 
presentation of the John G. Scherlacher 
Fellow Award, the highest honor the 
WVRPA can bestow to a park and recre-
ation professional in West Virginia. Fittingly, 
the nominee must have at least 10 years 
of experience in a leisure field and five 
years of service to the WVRPA and dem-
onstrate a willingness to assume a leader-
ship role within our organization. Bev Gibb, 
WVRPA past president and director of New 
Martinsville Parks & Recreation, was pre-
sented the award by John Cooper, WVRPA 
past-president. Gibb has been the direc-
tor of parks and recreation for the past 26 
years. She has improved various areas of 
the system, including a dog park, paddle-
boats, marina and athletic fields, to name a 
few. Gibb shows her love and drive for the 
community in this lifelong passion called 
parks and recreation

2015 WVRPA Conference Awards
The highlight of the WVRPA Conference Banquet was the annual awards presentation. Several 
awards were presented this year, including our organization’s highest honor, the John G. 
Scherlacher Fellow Award. 
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Santa’s Polar Party at Jefferson County 
Parks and Recreation
by Becki Zaglifa, Public Relations and Programming, Jefferson County Parks and Recreation Commission

The Marion County Parks and Recreation Commission 
(MCPARC) has converted one of the large group pavilions at 
East Marion Park into an ice rink for the winter. The 30-foot-

by-60-foot synthetic ice surface, 100 skates and a skate sharp-
ener were purchased from the Kwik Rink Company. The MCPARC 
maintenance crew assembled the rink and completed some major 
renovations to the pavilion, including converting the pavilion kitchen 
to a concession stand, installing heaters and hot water to the bath-
rooms and kitchen, installing a sound system from the wave pool, 
and wrapping the pavilion in heavy-duty plastic. 

The rink opened on December 18 and was free through the holi-
days. It is open to the public six days a week and only costs $1 
for kids, $2 for adults and $2 for skate rentals. There have been 
almost 1,000 people skate since opening day. Birthday parties 

MCPARC Ice Skating Rink
and group functions are encouraged and can be arranged by con-
tacting the MCPARC office. Visit MCPARC.com for more informa-
tion and additional pictures of the ice rink. 

In December, Jefferson County Parks and 
Recreation created Santa’s Polar Party, a 
whole new Christmas event to celebrate 

the holiday with the community. Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus, the Grinch, Cindy Lou Who, one 
of Santa’s reindeer, and a handful of elves 
arrived on a fire truck, and Santa officially lit 
the park’s Christmas tree. He led the specta-
tors in singing “Jingle Bells” before leading 
everyone to the doors of the community 
center, where they were met with snow swirl-
ing in the air. The snow was not real, but the 
smiles that resulted were.
 
When the doors opened, our guests found 
themselves in the North Pole. Santa took 
a seat, and a line began to form for kids to 
share their Christmas lists with the jolly man. 
Just down the hall, kids entered Santa’s 
Workshop — sponsored by Home Depot — 
where they could choose a wooden toy to 
build and paint. The local store donated 300 
wooden kits, paint and certificates.
 
In the gym, activity swirled like the snow 
outside. The Elves Playground featured a 
bounce house and “sledding” on our 12-foot 
inflatable slide. Mrs. Claus was found with 
rosy cheeks and frosting on her hands. 
Cookies with Mrs. Claus — sponsored by 

Blakeley Street Bakery — featured lemon-
flavored sugar cookies made by the local 
bakery. Kids were given frosting bags, sugar 
and decorations so they could make the 
cookies their own. Just a short distance from 
the bakery, all kinds of reindeer goodies were 
waiting! Kids could choose from flying dust, 
glitter, potato chips, oats, cocoa and more to 
make their own reindeer food to sprinkle on 
their lawn so the reindeer wouldn’t be hungry 
on Christmas Eve.
 
Guests were asked to vote for their favorite 
decorated 24-foot Christmas tree. Seven 
county departments participated in the first 
annual decorating contest. Jefferson County 
Parks and Recreation Commission provided 
the same small Christmas tree, and the 
department members added their own dec-
orations. The winning department received 
a certificate and basket of goodies. The 
trees were raffled off at Santa’s Polar Party. 
All proceeds benefitted the scholarship fund 
at Jefferson County Parks and Recreation, 
which provides money to families in need 
who would like to participate in activities.
 
The evening finished with a showing of The 
Polar Express on our large, inflatable movie 
screen. Hot chocolate was served, and 

families gathered with chairs and blankets to 
enjoy the show together.
 
Approximately 500 area residents joined in 
the festivities.
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in Huntington, West Virginia
The Hiking Movement

Each year on New Year’s Day, parks across the country take part 
in a nationwide initiative aimed at getting folks outdoors. First Day 
Hikes provide community members an opportunity to start the 
new year off right with some physical activity with other people in 
the area, all while visiting and appreciating their local parks. The 
Greater Huntington Park & Recreation District (GHPRD) has hosted 
a First Day Hike for the last three years, with a growing number of 
participants each year. 

In 2015, 108 people and six dogs joined the GHPRD recreation 
team on a hike through the trails of Ritter Park, the park district’s 
flagship park. That was almost double the number of people that 
attended the event in 2014. Upon completion of the two-mile hike, 
guests were asked to complete a short survey, which would give 
the GHPRD recreation team a better understanding of community 
members’ interests with respect to outdoor recreation in the Hun-
tington area. After reviewing the data collected, the recreation team 
was able to determine that people in the community really enjoyed 
hiking and wanted to do it more often! 

The GHPRD began hosting a new program called Hike of the 
Month, usually held on the first weekend of each month, in either 
Ritter Park or Rotary Park. These monthly hikes were very well 
attended, with folks expressing interest in forming a hiking club that 
would venture out of the park district’s properties and into neigh-
boring states. 

In June 2015, the park district held an informational meeting to get 
a feel for interest in forming an official hiking club in Huntington, 
West Virginia. About 30 people attended and shared their ideas, 
knowledge and vision for this new group, which they decided to 
name the Huntington Area Hiking Club. Although the hiking club 
is its own entity, the GHPRD does help facilitate monthly planning 
meetings and administrative duties. 

The Huntington Area Hiking Club didn’t waste any time hitting the 
trails! During the summer months, the group held as many as four 
group hikes per week, spanning as far as Grayson, Kentucky, and 

Hocking Hills, Ohio. Hikes vary in length and intensity, which give 
club members of every ability level an opportunity to participate 
in a hike that best suits their personal capability. The Huntington 
Area Hiking Club also hosted overnight backpacking trips on the 
Kanawha Trace and the Appalachian Trail, in which as many as 20 
hikers lugged 20 pounds of gear for upward of 10 miles each day. 
During the winter months, working with much less daylight, the 
hiking club group hikes have been scaled back to once a week on 
Saturdays. Club members continue to join and share their experi-
ence and wisdom of this popular, newfound outdoor recreation 
group activity and look forward to many happy trails in 2016!

Many of the members of the Huntington Area Hiking Club recently 
attended the GHPRD’s First Day Hike on January 1, 2016. In total, 
over 130 people and 20 dogs trekked with the GHPRD recreation 
team in Ritter Park on New Year’s Day. Due to the overwhelm-
ing response and participation in these hiking endeavors, several 
organizations in the community have reached out to GHPRD’s rec-
reation coordinator, Stacey Leep, expressing interest in partnering 
with GHPRD on hiking-related activities. One thing is certain: Hiking 
is here to stay in Huntington, West Virginia!


