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President’s Message

Relax, Refresh, Recharge!
As this issue of The Review finds you, the local children
should be heading back to school, pools should be closing,
and hopefully, you have a little chance to breathe. It is no
secret that our lives can be turned a little upside down in the
summer months. The fall months spell a shift for many of us.
Some are fortunate to slow down, and others simply shift to
indoor and other seasonal activities.

favorite events of year, and getting to visit
with friends from around the state is an
Joe Shuttleworth
added bonus. The conference information
is all included in this edition. Also, keep
in mind that this year’s NRPA Conference will be in New
Orleans, September 26-28. This should be an interesting
and exciting venue as well.

Regardless of how you are affected, make sure to pencil in
the WVRPA Conference on your calendar. Come join us a
beautiful Canaan Valley State Park, October 17-19, 2017, to
Relax, Refresh and Recharge, all while learning and sharing
experiences and even a few laughs. It is always one of my

I hope to see you all at Canaan!
Joe Shuttleworth
President
joe@bridgeportwv.com

Great Outdoor Theater Alive
in Greater Huntington
At the Greater Huntington Park & Recreation District’s (GHPRD)
Ritter Park Amphitheater, summer means outdoor theater, and
this summer is off to an epic start! Huntington Area Regional
Theater (HART) opened its 2017 season with Disney’s Beauty
and the Beast and welcomed record crowds for three straight
weekends in June. Everything from the elaborately decorated
set to the visually stunning, professional costumes to the abundance of local talent made for a theater production that delighted upward of 6,000 guests. Families and friends came out in
droves each night to fill the beautiful and historic Ritter Park
Amphitheater and experience a night of entertainment, courtesy
of the Choose Joy Players.

Huntington Area Regional Theater opened in summer 2014
with Nunsense and Willy Wonka, followed by Mary Poppins
and Collis P! in 2015, and The Wizard of Oz and Seussical in
2016. With the 2017 season opener, Disney’s Beauty and the
Beast, and the July production of Nunsense II: The Second
Coming complete, GHPRD, HART and the Choose Joy Players
have really hit their stride! Plans for a blockbuster season next
summer are already in the works as HART continues to work to
provide excellence in outdoor theater in the Greater Huntington
Park & Recreation District.

Photo courtesy of Sarena Johnson, Kristena Stuart and
Micah Carpenter

Huntington Area Regional Theater was formed in 2013 on the
heels of Huntington Outdoor Theater closing its gates, when
local theater veterans Mary and Tommy Smirl and Clint McElroy
approached GHPRD Executive Director Kevin Brady with a plan
to keep outdoor theater alive in Huntington. With GHPRD underwriting the operation, the Smirls and McElroy began attracting a
tribe of local actors, musicians and tech crew who would later
become known as the Choose Joy Players. The Choose Joy
Players were formed in loving memory of Leslie McElroy, wife
of Clint and dear friend of Mary, who humbled everyone with
her attitude of “choose joy” in the face of the desperation that
comes with a sudden terminal illness. “Choose joy” is the mantra that keeps this theater group centered, focused and able to
enjoy the process!
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45th Annual West Virginia Recreation & Park Association Conference
Canaan Valley Resort & State Park • October 17-19, 2017

Join us at this year’s WVRPA Annual Conference at Canaan Valley Resort & State Park on October
17-19. To make lodging reservations, please contact Canaan Valley Resort at 304-866-2141 and ask for
the WVRPA rate. Registration may be submitted via these registration forms, or go online to wvrpa.org
and click on the events page. For more information, go to wvrpa.org or contact WVRPA Executive Director Bruce Miller at 304-669-3181 or wvrpaorg@gmail.com. Keep Playing!

Conference Registration
Name (one name per form): ___________________________________________________ Title: _____________________________________
Agency/Organization: ___________________________________________________ Address: ______________________________________
City, State, ZIP: ___________________________________________________ Work Phone: _________________________________________
Cell: ___________________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________________________

#1 – Professional Three-Day Package:
$125 (educational sessions and activities)
Check activities you will be attending:
Tuesday Evening Social
Wednesday Exhibitor Luncheon
Wednesday Exhibitor Dinner
Wednesday Evening Fundraiser
and Social
Thursday Awards Luncheon

#2 – Student and New Member
Three-Day Package: $50
(educational sessions and activities)
Check activities you will be attending:
Tuesday Evening Social
Wednesday Exhibitor Luncheon
Wednesday Exhibitor Dinner
Wednesday Evening Fundraiser
and Social
Thursday Awards Luncheon

#3 – Daily Registration Individual
Day Package
(educational sessions and activities)
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 = $75
Thursday, October 19, 2017 = $50
Check activities you will be attending:
Tuesday Evening Social
Wednesday Exhibitor Luncheon
Wednesday Exhibitor Dinner
Wednesday Evening Fundraiser
and Social
Thursday Awards Luncheon

Membership and Extras Check and add up appropriate items below:
(A) Annual Memberships

(B) Workshops and Extras

$10 – Student Membership
$35 – Professional Membership
$50 – Board/Commission Membership (include member list)
$250 – Agency Membership (include members list)

$75 – Golf Tournament and Lunch
$25 – Extra Exhibitor Luncheon
$30 – Extra Exhibitor Dinner
$30 – Extra Awards Banquet

Total Payment

Conference Package (#1, #2 or #3) + Membership (A) + Workshop/Extras (B) = $____________
*Cancellation policy – Registration fee minus $20 will be refunded. *Memberships expire November 1.
Make checks payable to: WVRPA
Mail checks to:

Golf Tournament

Questions and Segway Tour

Don Burton
164 W. Main St.
Bridgeport, WV 26330

John Cooper
(304) 624-1655
jcooper@cityofclarksburgwv.com

Bruce Miller
(304) 669-3181
wvrpaorg@gmail.com

6

Lodging
(Ask for WVRPA rate)
Canaan Valley Resort & State Park
230 Main Lodge Rd.
Davis, WV 26260
(304) 866-4121

Exhibitor Application
Business Name (attach business cards in lieu of writing) _____________________________________________________________________________
Business Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Exhibitor Name ___________________________________________ Exhibitor Name ___________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________________________ Email ___________________________________________________
Special Booth Request (i.e. electric, corner, etc) ________________________________________________________________________________

CONFERENCE & SPONSOR OPTIONS
Conference Promotion = $50
For business/website members unable to attend this year’s conference. Your business’s product and services
(e.g. catalogs, CDs) displayed and promoted in Exhibitor Hall.

$____________

Conference Plus = $275 *savings of $25
Mountaineer Business/Website Membership ($100), exhibitor booth space ($200), product and service promotional
opportunities and more!

$____________

Conference Premier = $350 *savings of $25
Wild ’n Wonderful Business/Website Membership ($175), exhibitor booth space ($200), product and service promotional opportunities and more!

$____________

Booth Extra = $50 person
Booth space is based on two attendees. Fee is to offset exhibitor lunch and dinner.

$____________

Golf Outing = $75
Includes lunch, prizes and more!

$____________

Golf Outing = $75 (includes lunch, prizes and more!)

$____________

Student Association Donation = $25
Acknowledgement of your support for our student associations will be recognized during the conference and in
other WVRPA media promotions.

TOTAL

Send Payment and Registration
Don Burton – WVRPA Treasurer, 164 W. Main Street, Bridgeport, WV 26330
Make checks payable to: WVRPA

EXHIBITOR SCHEDULE

$____________

$____________

CONTACT INFORMATION

Setup					

Questions, Comments

Canaan Valley Resort & State Park

Tuesday, October 17, 8-10 p.m.

Bruce Miller
(304) 669-3181
wvrpaorg@gmail.com

(Ask for WVRPA rate.)
230 Main Lodge Dr.
Davis, WV 26260
(304) 866-2141

Exhibit Hall Open and Luncheon

Wednesday, October 18, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Exhibit Hall Open and Dinner

Wednesday, October 18, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Tear Down

Wednesday, October 18, after dinner

Golf Tournament

John Cooper
(304) 624-1655
jcooper@cityofclarksburgwv.com

WVRPA.org

West Virginia Recreation and Parks Association

Awards

The Awards Committee of the WVRPA is now accepting nominations for the following awards
offered by our association:
John G. Scherlacher Fellow Award
Qualifications: Professional members of the WVRPA with at least
10 years experience in the leisure service delivery system, with at
least five years of service with the WVRPA. Nominees must have
demonstrated willingness to assume a leadership role within our
organization. This is the highest award that can be given to a
professional in the state of West Virginia by the WVRPA.
Austin C. Palmer Outstanding Facility Award
Qualifications: Outstanding facilities serving a large segment
of a geographic area that are aesthetically pleasing, show
evidence of sound design, are programmed to maximum
potential and are in operation for at least one year.
Richard P. Sebastian Leadership Award
Qualifications: Active membership in the WVRPA. Nominees
must be under 30 years of age or younger as of January 1,
2016, and nominees should exhibit qualities of ambition,
creativity and dedication to the recreation profession, and
be cooperative, hardworking and loyal in nature.
Special Citation to a Citizen/Board Member
Qualifications: Nominees should have made significant contributions to the parks, recreation or leisure service field, exhibit a
firm understanding of and commitment toward providing quality leisure services, and exhibit a significant contribution to the
leisure service delivery at the regional or state level.

Eugene M. Fuller Program Award
Qualifications: Nominees must provide evidence of outstanding programming of superior quality in promoting
activities that are traditionally associated with park, recreation and leisure services or in developing innovative
programming ideas.
Legislative Award
Qualifications: Any member of the Senate or House of Delegates in the state of West Virginia or from the state of West
Virginia with a firm understanding of the need of, and commitment toward, providing quality leisure services.
Presidential Citation
Qualifications: Presented by the president of the WVRPA to
anyone making an outstanding contribution to the field of
parks and recreation above and beyond the normal duties of
the profession, involvement on the national or state level in
improving the overall park and recreation services.
James L. McClelland Public Parks and Recreation
Facility Award
Qualifications: Exceptional park and recreation areas, spaces or facilities, with emphasis placed on design, creativity,
environmental adaptability, function, usage, community and,
where applicable, interagency involvement in planning.

All nominations are due by September 22, 2017.
To make a nomination or for more information, contact
Kaitlin Bishop, Awards Chair, c/o City Parks of Clarksburg
1 Clarksburg Park Way • Clarksburg City Park
Nutter Fort, WV 26301
304-624-1655
304-624-1684 fax
kbishop@cityofclarksburgwv.com
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GHPRD Plans

for All-Inclusive Playground
The Greater Huntington Park & Recreation District (GHPRD) is making play a priority in Huntington, West Virginia. After undertaking extensive research, it was revealed that nearly 25 percent of
the area’s children have some type of disability. This percentage is considerably higher than the
national average, which tends to fall close to 19 percent. Over the past year, Greater Huntington
Park & Recreation District staff members have been diligently fundraising to bring a state-of-theart all-inclusive playground to St. Cloud Commons in West Huntington. This playground will be the
first of its kind in the tri-state area, and it has been designed to be a National Demonstration Site
and a destination playground for children and adults with all scopes of abilities. It will be wheelchair-accessible and have multiple places for sliding, swinging, twirling and climbing.
The all-inclusive playground concept aims to teach children
about differences and enable all children to play together.
Some exciting features include:
• Ramping to every platform and smooth, spongy surfacing to
ensure mobility
• Sensory-rich environment, including harmonic musical
instruments and activity panels that target auditory, tactile
and visual simulation
• Slated climbers to support more body parts, including
newly launched Sensory Wave Climber, which has panels
activated by the “switch” technology
• Metal slides for children with cochlear implants
• Typical and toddler swings, high-back swings for children with low muscle tone, disc swing, and the highly
acclaimed Expression Swing
• Zip track to give users the sensation of
soaring through the air, both with a rope
swing and a high-back swing
• Accessible restrooms with amenities to enable
families more comfort and convenience
• Fencing to provide the utmost safety and
offer boundaries for children who tend to
dart away in a moment’s notice

In other exciting news, Ritter Park, often recognized as the
Greater Huntington Park & Recreation District’s flagship
park, is getting a playground makeover. After a standard
safety inspection revealed several category 1 safety failures,
GHPRD Executive Director Kevin Brady made the decision
to remove the outdated equipment last March. The Greater
Huntington Park & Recreation District is now investing
$236,000 with GameTime playground equipment to install
a new playground. This playground, while featuring naturalistic components, will be both fun and safe for our community’s children. Children are expected to be enjoying this
new playground by September 2017.

The entire project will total approximately $1.3
million. After a generous $250,000 pledge
from a local foundation, which wishes to
remain anonymous, we are much closer to
making this dream a reality for our community.
The Greater Huntington Park & Recreation
District is currently seeking the remaining
funds for this project through grants, donations and various community fundraisers.
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Grand Adventure Leadership campers had a blast on the
GVP Teambuilding Course.

Camp Leader Wendy Clutter welcomed campers to the
Fitness, Food and Fun Camp.

The Rise of Grand Adventure
Leadership Camps
If you ask adults to reminisce about a positive youth experience,
many will give examples of what they did at summer camp. Summer camps can be some of the best times of children’s lives. They
provide youth opportunities to be creative and identify who they
want to be or what they want to do when they grow up. Camps
mix students from different areas and lead the way to making everlasting friendships. Grand Vue Park wanted to become a part of
fostering these wonderful experiences to young guests and community members and made the decision to fill the void.
Planning began in September 2016 with members of the local
school district and Grand Vue Park staff. All agreed that there
was a need for the service and that Grand Vue Park would be
the perfect location with all the existing amenities. From that
initial conversation, these three key elements were established.
First, to accommodate
different family situations,
before and after care services would be offered.
No one would be left out
if a parent’s or guardian’s work started early
or ended late. Next, it
was decided that each
weekly camp would have
a different theme. Having
themes increases creativity and gives youth a
guide to each day. Third,
all agreed that leaderDirector of Curriculum and Instruction
ship should be included.
at Marshall County Schools and bird
Each camper would be
enthusiast Woody Yoder introduced
introduced to leadership
birding at the Nature Detectives Camp.
skills based on recog-
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GVP Assistant General Manager Ben Bolock and Cameron Elementary
School Principal/Camp Leader Wendy Clutter received a donation
from Chevron.

nized practices of helping children achieve their personal level
of confidence.
As the year progressed, involvement grew. The school district
gifted the park with funds designated to hire certified teachers as lead instructors. This was a game-changer, as there
was one educator who got involved immediately and played a
major role in the camps. The school district also decided that
it would fund two weeks of camp to sponsor 15 of its accelerated students. The support of the school district with the funds
and advertisement drove registration immediately. The Grand
Vue Park Foundation was another supporter of the camp. The
foundation gave funds that were geared toward scholarships
for underprivileged students and camp supplies. The third

significant donor was Chevron. Chevron donated $20,000
for supplies and funded a traveling science exhibit from
the Carnegie Science Center to come to two weeks of the
camps. These three entities, along with many other organizations and businesses, increased the caliber of content,
choice and materials needed to make each camp the best
it can be.
Once Grand Vue Park was certain it would offer the highestquality camps possible, further meetings set up designated days for effective use of park amenities. On Tuesdays,
younger campers would head to mini golf while the older
campers learned the highly addictive sport of disc golf. On
Thursdays, campers would be challenged as a group, as
they work through Grand Vue Parks teambuilding course.
The campers would take advantage of the parks aquatic
center on Tuesday through Thursday. And last but not least,
Fridays would be designated for the aerial adventure park.
As this article is being written, the camp is on week two
of seven. A total of 36 campers participated in week one
(Nature Detectives), and week two (Food, Fitness and Fun)
reached its maximum capacity at 60. The third week is currently at 48 campers and growing steadily. Grand Vue Park
is beyond grateful for the overwhelming positive response
from the community, school district, donors and community members who just want to be involved. The park is
looking forward to the future years when current campers
grow into adults and look back on their life-changing experiences at Grand Adventure Leadership Camps.

Food, Fitness and Fun campers learned about food safety in the
GVP commercial kitchen and created personal pizzas.
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City of Wheeling Disc Golf
Flying saucers have been spotted in the Friendly City but,
luckily, without the little green men. A college pastime has
grown into a legitimate professional sport and a great asset to
our park systems. Disc golf is growing by leaps and bounds,
providing outdoor opportunities for everyone. The city of
Wheeling has just installed its first 18-hole disc golf course at
the Marina on Wheeling Island. The Wheeling Island Marina
disc golf course is a new recreational asset and a wonderful
addition the most populated island on the Ohio River. The
marina is located on the backchannel of the island on the
Ohio River. The course starts in the marina parking lot and
skirts the waterway that separates the states of West Virginia
and Ohio. The first nine holes meander along the river bank
with challenging shots and, of course, a large water hazard to
players’ right. The back nine of the course loops back to the
parking lot, providing great open field play.
The marina is owned by the Army Corps of Engineers and
leased by the city of Wheeling. The city has been cutting the
grass and maintaining the property since the park’s concep-

tion. The park boasts the city’s only public boat launch, a
phenomenal picnic shelter, restrooms, an Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) fishing pier, ample parking, and 7 acres
of green space with walkways throughout. The backchannel
has been designated as a no-wake zone for boaters and a
popular paddling area for canoes and kayaks. The new disc
golf course adds additional value to the linear green space
bordering the river and clusters recreational development on
the north end of the island. The marina area is adjacent to
Bridge Park, which contains two ballfields, a playground, a
basketball court, a swimming pool and the city’s only splash
pad. The disc golf course aids in tying the two parks together.
The new development would not have been designed or built
without the help of community volunteers. The city coordinated two separate volunteer days with local businesses to
see this project through to fruition. Volunteers installed the
baskets, picked up litter and cleaned the walkways from years
of silt buildup from annual Ohio River floods. The sweat equity
from community members spruced up a park and added a
great new amenity to the city of Wheeling.

