A publication of West Virginia Recreation and Parks Association

Winter 2015

Your 42nd Annual
WVRPA Conference

Page 6

Serving the Community

Page 8

Contents
President’s Message............................................................................ 5
West Virginia Recreation and
Parks Association
Volume 7 • Issue 1
164 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV 26330
www.wvrpa.org
WVRPA Is:
Actively concerned with recreation,
parks, therapeutic recreation,
conservation and environmental
education, programs and issues.
A blend of professional volunteers,
lay citizens, educators and students
who are aware of the mental, physical,
social and economic values of parks
and recreation.
A nonprofit, educational leisure
service organization.

Your 42nd Annual WVRPA Conference................................................ 6
WVRPA Golf Results............................................................................ 7
Serving the Community........................................................................ 8
MCPARC to Renovate the Norway Bridge........................................... 8
Twenty Years and Still Going Strong.................................................... 9
Jefferson County Parks and Recreation Honors Military Veterans....... 10
City Parks Names Kaitlin Bishop New Recreation Coordinator........... 10
Outdoor Classroom Is Under Construction at
M.L. King Jr. Community Center........................................................ 12

ADVERTISERS
AquaClimb.............................................. 5
www.aquaclimb.com
Cunningham Recreation.......................... 4
www.cunninghamrec.com
Gold Medal – Pittsburgh........................ 11
www.goldmedalpittsburgh.com
Most Dependable Fountains, Inc............. 2
www.mostdependable.com

Printed February 2015

The Review is published by Innovative
Publishing. Innovative Publishing
specializes in publications for businesses
and associations. To find out how
your organization can have its own
magazine, contact Aran Jackson at
aran@innovativepublishing.com or
502.423.7272.

www.innovativepublishing.com

Musco Lighting........................................ 4
www.musco.com
R.J. Thomas Mfg. Co., Inc.................... 11
www.pilotrock.com
Thrasher................................................ 11
www.thrashereng.com

Visit wvrpa.org Today!
A few updates were added to our website to make it more
user-friendly: a state regional map, an electronic membership
application and other sign-up forms. By clicking on a region map
(e.g., Potomac Highlands), users will be taken to that region’s
page. The page will include links and contact information to
local park agencies, state parks, local businesses, volunteer
groups, government contacts and other useful resources. If you
would like to add a resource link to your region, contact Bruce
Miller at wvrpaorg@gmail.com. The new electronic Membership
Application Form can be accessed from the resource page or
the home page — click on “Membership Application Form.”
This makes signing up for WVRPA membership “foolproof.”
Look for other electronic sign-up forms on the website today.
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President’s Message

Preparing for Summer
Greetings from north central West Virginia! I sincerely hope that everyone had a happy and safe holiday season!
John Cooper

Here we go again! It’s time to get ready for the summer of 2015, and I’m sure everyone is gearing up for
the season by planning budgets, hiring staff members
and thinking ahead several months for what I hope is
a calm and enjoyable summer.
I’d like to thank Bruce Miller, our executive director,
for his hard work on the 2014 Conference held at
Stonewall Resort. According to the feedback received
from our attendees and the financial reports submitted by Treasurer Don Burton, the conference was a
huge success.
The Search Committee, led by Joe Shuttleworth, is
hard at work locating a site for our 2015 Conference,
and we should have a site very soon.

Welcome to Craig White, park manager at Grand
Vue Park, who has been named to the WVRPA
Board of Directors; and to Kaitlin Bishop, who is
the new recreation coordinator for the City Parks of
Clarksburg! Kaitlin will be chairing the Awards Committee for the WVRPA.
I sincerely hope that everyone has a safe, enjoyable
and successful summer!
Yours for better parks and recreation,
Coop
John Cooper
President
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Your 42nd Annual WVRPA Conference
by Bruce Miller, WVRPA Executive Director

Scenic Stonewall Resort and Stonewall Lake State Park in Roanoke, West Virginia, was the host
site for our 42nd Annual WVRPA Conference, and the resort truly kept to its word: “Close to
Nature. Far from Ordinary.”

T

he workshops on the first day, Tuesday, September 30, included the
annual golf tournament and a Segway
nature tour of the park. Participants in both
activities gave a big thumbs-up to Mother
Nature for the sunny, blue skies and to
the Resort and State Park for the wild,
wonderful and fun experience. Terradon
Corporation generously sponsored both
workshops. After a wonderful dinner, the
conference attendees gathered together
for the evening Welcome Social, sponsored by Thrasher. Long, long, longtime
members and new members welcomed
the opportunity to meet, mingle and share
6

ideas. The social conveniently coincided
with the evening exhibitor setup, creating
a “highly charged” start to the conference.
Day one of the general sessions, Wednesday, October 1, began with Steve Beattie,
Larson Design Group, discussing old and
new accessible guidelines and rules park
managers should consider when designing
a new park or community center or upgrading an existing park or center. Across the
hall from the main session room, Jacob
Thompson and Steve Gallo, Safety Educators, sponsored the first of the day’s
Maintenance Workshops. The hands-on

workshop covered everything from first aid
to identifying hazards that are associated
with our profession. The morning sessions
continued with WVRPA President John
Cooper and myself discussing the past,
present and future of WVRPA, and Ryan
Baker, Innova Disc Golf, showcasing the
benefits of building a disc-golf course in
your community. After all, if you have not
noticed, disc golf is not a fad! After the last
morning session and workshops, attendees and exhibitors gathered together in the
main ballroom area for the Exhibitor Luncheon and Showcase. Twenty-four exhibitors shared their products and knowledge.

American Lung Association
American Red Cross
All Recreation
Davis Athletics
Taylor Sports and Recreation
West Virginia Disc Golf Association
Green Site
Larson Design Group
Gold Medal Products
E.H. Griffith
Musco Lighting
Smith-Midland
Cunningham Recreation
Land Planning and Design
West Virginia Tobacco Prevention
United Laboratories
ParknPool
Innova Disc Golf
Alpha
Recreation Resource
Terry Smith Pool Tec
Thrasher
Lifetite Metal Products
Safety Educators
The afternoon sessions were kicked off
by Joe Abel, director of Leisure Services for Seminole County, Florida. Joe
intrigued the participants by discussing
how directors, managers and supervisors are able to get the most out of their
employees by adopting employee-empowering principals or, simply put, employee
ownership. Across the hall, Safety Educators led the second of two Maintenance
Workshops, followed by a maintenance

the park and recreation or similar field at
a university or college in West Virginia.
The final planned activity for the evening
was the Hillbilly Auction. Over 30 gift piles
were won that evening by both the lucky
and anyone who bought a lot of tickets.
However, the big winners of the auction
were Larry See, Hampshire County, and
Michael Kuhn, Marion County, for winning
the ParknPool auction.
roundtable discussion. The final session
of the day, Promoting Volunteer Retention, was delivered by Dr. Greg Place of
Shepherd University and four Shepherd
University students: Matthew Kimberlin,
Natalia Browne, Emily Hayes and Tim
Wilson. The session detailed how specific components are key to keeping and
creating productive volunteer programs.
Throughout the afternoon, conference participants were able to help themselves to
the unlimited snack-and-treat cart, which
was sponsored by All Recreation.
After a short break period, conference
attendees regathered in the Exhibit Hall
for the evening Exhibitor Showcase and
Dinner and Hillbilly Auction. Besides the
new products and services that our exhibitor family members brought with them,
another highlight at the Exhibitor Showcase was Shepherd University student
Emily Hayes being awarded with the Cunningham Recreation Student Scholarship Award. The scholarship is given
each year to a student who is enrolled in

October 2, and the final day of the conference, began with the first of a two-part
session, Generation Appreciation — getting three or more generations working
together. Joe Abel highlighted how many
workforces, especially parks, have many
generations working in the same place
and how the dynamics of these cultural
gaps can be appreciated and fostered to
create a stronger and more productive
workforce. The final activity of the 42nd
Annual WVRPA Conference was the Board
Meeting and Awards Ceremony. Several
recognitions for their support and commitment were acknowledged at the Awards
Ceremony, but most notable and deserving
was the presenting of WVRPA’s highest
award, the John G. Scherlacher Fellow
Award, to Joe Shuttleworth of the City
of Bridgeport Park and Recreation.
Keep playing and working together!

WVRPA Golf Results
Congratulations to the team of Rick DeGroff and Bruce
Miller, who captured the win at the annual WVRPA Golf
Tournament, held at the Palmer Course at Stonewall Resort
as part of our 2014 Conference.
The winning team carded an even-par 72 to edge John Davis and John
Cooper at 74. Jim Christie and Joe Shuttleworth finished in third place.
Special thanks to Terradon Corporation for sponsoring lunch for the golfers
and other workshop participants, and thanks to Randy Hernly and his staff for
making the day very enjoyable.
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Serving the Community
Charleston Parks and Recreation, in partnership with the
Charleston Area Medical Center’s Medical Rehabilitation
Center, is starting the 23rd
year of offering recreational
services to the community
and beyond. In its 23rd year,
it is nice to see many of the
same faces each year and
new ones come to the Martin
Luther King Jr. Community
Center on a Saturday afternoon. Many miles are traveled to compete in a three-on-three Wheelchair Basketball League.
In the fall, staff members from the Charleston Area Medical Center
Rehabilitation unit meet with ours to set dates for a basketball clinic
and league. The Wheelchair Basketball Clinic is always held in early
December. The clinic is offered to new players who have identified
interest after their injury or illness has brought them to the rehabilitation center. Former players help coordinate and assist management with the wheelchair basketball clinic. Staff members have
arranged gym time. The clinic provides new participants instruction
on game rule modifications and the opportunity to practice the
adaptive skills necessary to play the game in a wheelchair. This
also gives them an opportunity to see peers with similar conditions
performing their skills in action. Participants have the opportunity
to practice the skills with direct supervision and coaching. Each
individual can then practice those specific skills on his or her own,
within his or her community recreation facilities and develop the
newfound skills before hitting the courts.
Teams are assigned before league play. The league is set up in
a six-week format with each team playing each other an equal

amount of games. Statistics are kept, and league awards are presented after a round-robin tournament on week seven.
The Wheelchair Basketball League takes place at the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center at 314 Donnally Street,
Charleston, WV 25301. For additional information, you may call
304-348-6405 or CAMC Medical Rehabilitation Recreation Therapy Department at 304-388-7608.

It should be noted: Wheelchair basketball is truly inclusive. We
have able-bodied family members and friends join in. CAMC
provides wheelchairs for those who don’t have one of their own.
If you enjoy the game of basketball but the hard court causes
ankle, knee or hip pain, hop in a wheelchair and have a ball, and
get a great upper-body workout in the process.
The Paralympics’ Multi Sports Day is April 11, and it is always
held on the second Saturday of April.

MCPARC to Renovate the Norway Bridge
The Marion County Parks and Recreation
Commission will be renovating the Norway
Bridge located at the Fairmont Terminus of
the West Fork River/Ralph S. LaRue Trail.
The renovation will include new decking
and railings for the entire 504-foot bridge.
The project is being funded by a $75,000
Recreational Trails Grant through the West
Virginia Department of Transportation,
Division of Highways, and work is being
completed in-house by the MCPARC
maintenance staff.
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The West Fork River/Ralph S. LaRue Trail,
constructed in the mid-1990s was one of
the first rail trails in the state. The 16-mile
trail connects the cities of Shinnston and
Fairmont, with 80 percent of the surface being paved. The trail is located on
the old B&O Railroad Company corridor
and features historical landmarks, lush
scenery and wildlife-viewing opportunities. Construction will begin in early spring
2015 with an expected completion date
in May. Visit www.mcparc.com for additional information on MCPARC trails, parks
and programs.

Years and Still Going Strong

The YMCA is still a favorite!

The New Martinsville Park and Recreation Commission hosted its 20th Annual Daddy Daughter
Dance on Saturday, February 7, at the Lewis Wetzel Family Center in New Martinsville.

T

his dance has quickly grown in size
and popularity since the first one, held
in 1995. “For the first dance, we had 68
people attend, and we were happy with
that number,” stated Beverly Gibb, parks
and recreation director. “Now we average
over 300 and have a waiting list.”
There have been a variety of themes for
the dance over the years. “We have used
just about every theme you can imagine,”
Gibb said. “Valentine, Winter Wonderland,
Tropical, Princess, Western, Hollywood,
Under the Sea, Animal Prints and many
others. It is always fun to watch the girls’
faces as they enter the building and see the
decorations. That never gets old.” Jodie
Weckbacher, assistant director for New
Martinsville Parks and Recreation, recalled,
“I will never forget seeing one little girl walk

Lots of hard work by NMP&R staff and volunteers but totally worth it!

in with her dad, all dressed up. She looked
around and her eyes lit up, and she said to
her dad, ‘I feel just like a princess!’ It really
was priceless.”
Mark Hassig was the assistant director the
first year the dance was held. “Mark had
heard about the dance idea from a previous employer, and I had heard about one
that was offered by an agency in Indiana.
We put our heads together and decided
to give it a try! We had no clue that the
event would grow to be the success that it
has become.”
With the increased popularity came the
need for increased supplies. For the first
dance, the balloons were filled at another
location and transported to the Family
Center. Now a tank of helium is rented specifically for the occasion to have on hand.
The Parks and Recreation staff members
and volunteers fill hundreds of balloons to
make the event more fun and colorful. Last
year, they called on the skills of a local balloonist to create a castle entrance and to
create balloon animals for the girls. Aside,
from the decorations, the parks department goes through nearly 600 cookies,
20 bags of chips and about 150 liters of
punch! With the help of some wonderful
and dedicated volunteers, the staff prepares for another awesome dance. “We’re
getting ready!” Weckbacher said. “There is
a lot that goes on behind the scenes to get
ready for this event.”

Lyndie Michael is all danced out by the last dance
at NMP&R’s 2014 Daddy Daughter Dance.

This year, however, was special. This is
the 20th year! New Martinsville Parks and
Recreation decided to celebrate by inviting dads and daughters 16 and older to
come and enjoy a dance one more time!
The couples did not have to have attended one of the dances in the past. Disc
jockey Carman Harman played the tunes
with music and light effects, and there
were refreshments and a special gift for
each daughter. Photographer Kim Berger
was there to take professional pictures,
and each couple received one 5-by-7
photo per daughter to help remember this
special occasion.
As for the younger girls (ages 16 and
under), there was a Saturday-night Daddy
Daughter Dance from 7:30 to 10 p.m.
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Jefferson County Parks and Recreation
Honors Military Veterans

efferson County Parks and Recreation Commission, located in the
Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia,
was proud to open and dedicate the
Veterans Memorial Pavilion on Friday,

November 7, 2014. The Veterans Memorial Pavilion and memorial wall honors
military veterans from all branches. West
Virginia Sen. John Unger joined the Jefferson County Parks and Recreation
Commission and its staff, local veterans,
residents and students in the dedication
and ribbon-cutting ceremony.
The new pavilion is situated in Sam
Michael’s Park and provides space for
reunions, parties, receptions and other
special events. It will be available for public use and private party rentals.
The Veterans Memorial Pavilion project was
a combined effort using county, state and
federal money. The project also received
contributions from the Jefferson County
Commission, a Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant, Sen. John Unger, Bolivar United Methodist Church, Saint Johns
Lutheran Church, Saint Johns Episcopal
Church and Lyn Widmyer and family in
honor of Col. Francis J. Colman (USAF).

Jefferson High School Air Force Junior ROTC
opening flag ceremony

Donations are being sought for future
additions to the Veterans Memorial Pavil-

ion project, which includes a small patio,
benches and a memorial garden.

Jefferson County Parks and Recreation Director
Jennifer Myers presents opening remarks. Also
pictured, Washington High School choir and
Play and Learn Preschool.

Veterans Memorial Pavilion ribboncutting ceremony

City Parks Names Kaitlin Bishop
New Recreation Coordinator
The City Parks of Clarksburg would like to introduce Kaitlin Bishop as our new recreation coordinator. She has been a resident of this area her
entire life and attended Bridgeport High School.
She graduated from West Virginia Wesleyan
College with a bachelor’s degree in psychology
and a minor in business. Bishop was a part of
the women’s golf and soccer teams while she
attended Wesleyan. Her hobbies include playing golf, coaching youth basketball and boating.

10

When asked about what she thinks of her new
job, she responded, “I am excited to be a part
of this organization and eager for the 2015 park
season to begin.”
Bishop will manage the Clarksburg Amphitheater, concessions, Rec Center and programming. She is a member of the WVRPA and will
be chairing the Awards Committee.
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Outdoor Classroom Is Under Construction
at M.L. King Jr. Community Center
Charleston Parks and Recreation is adding an outdoor classroom to the Martin Luther King Jr.
Community Center. Nature Explore from the Arbor Day Foundation presented a workshop on
implementing the natural playground.
Conservation District, the Kanawha County Master Gardeners
Association and numerous volunteers.

Points to remember when planning an outdoor classroom natural
playground:
1. Entry feature
2. Open area
3. Climbing and crawling areas
4. Messy materials area
5. Nature art area (pinecones, sticks, stones, building
blocks, etc.)
6. Music movement area
7. Gardens – raised beds, large flowerpots
8. Pathways through plantings (stepping stones)
9. Gathering areas – sand, dirt digging, water area
10. Storage and or supplemental areas (wheeled toys, swings
or dynamic equipment, greenhouse)
Always consider Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) accessibility when planning any areas. The fall
zone for this area will be no greater than 17 inches.
The outdoor classroom will be developed in
phases with the areas laid out on-site, and then
walkways will be placed with either concrete or
crushed rock surface. Play areas are then developed in each area. Fencing will be along the
sidewalk for safety from the street. Then there
will be perennial plantings for color throughout
the spring to fall season.
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The first site to be constructed in Charleston was at the Martin
Luther King Jr. Community Center, with the close proximity of
children present, including the neighborhood children and their
families (Washington Manor Public Housing), KCS Head Start
Program, YWCA Daycare, and Partnership of African American
Churches (PAAC) 21st Century After-School Program.
Charleston Parks and Recreation is excited to be part of the first
natural playground in the area and to also be working with the
many groups and volunteers.
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REGIONAL STONE SLAB
SEATING (2)
OR SECURED LOGS
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•
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SPACE
TABLE AND SEATING
(6)
STORAGE
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•
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10”-20” DIAMETER X
4’-6’ LONG LOGS
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BALANCE BEAM (11)
6’ USE ZONE
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SSED DEPTH

J
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G GARDEN/ SAND/ DIRT
•

3’-6’ WIDE DECORATIVE
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I

F CLIMBING & CRAWLING

•
•
•
•

SHAPED LAWN (3)

J WHEELED TOY

T

E MESSY MATERIALS
•

OPEN

•

D MUSIC & MOVEMEN
•
•

LOCAL/ REGIONAL STONE
FLOOR
TABLE WITH SEATING
(4)

I

H

F

D

RAISED BOXES (5)

G
B

The construction, funding and development
are with the city of Charleston, KEYS for
Healthy Kids, the CAMC Foundation, the Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation, the Capitol Soil
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