
1

A publication of West Virginia Recreation and Parks Association Winter 2017

Annual West Virginia Recreation  

& Park Conference Recap 
Page 6

2016 WVRPA 
CONFERENCE AWARDS 
Page 7



2



3

West Virginia Recreation and  
Parks Association 

Volume 9 • Issue 1

164 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV 26330
www.wvrpa.org

WVRPA Is:
Actively concerned with recreation, 
parks, therapeutic recreation, 
conservation and environmental 
education, programs and issues.

A blend of professional volunteers, 
lay citizens, educators and students 
who are aware of the mental, physical, 
social and economic values of parks 
and recreation.

A nonprofit, educational leisure 
service organization.

The Review is published by Innovative 

Publishing. Innovative Publishing 

specializes in publications for associations 

and businesses. To find out how 

your organization can have its own 

magazine, contact Aran Jackson at 

aran@innovativepublishing.com or 

844.423.7272.

www.innovativepublishing.com

ADVERTISERS

Contents
President’s Message  ....................................................................5

WVRPA Golf Tournament Results  ................................................5

Annual West Virginia Recreation & Park Conference Recap  .........6

2016 WVRPA Conference Awards  ...............................................7

The Fantasy Maze .........................................................................8

Hampshire County Parks and  
Recreation Lights Up the Holidays .................................................9

Planning for Pool Renovation with  
New Martinsville Parks and Recreation ........................................10

Grand Vue Park: Four Grand Openings .......................................12

P
rin

te
d 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 2
01

7

Cunningham Recreation ..................................................................................... 4 

www.cunninghamrec.com

National Pools of Roanoke ............................................................................... 11 

www.nationalpools.com

Most Dependable Fountains, Inc. ....................................................................... 2 

www.mostdependable.com

R.J. Thomas Mfg. Co., Inc. .............................................................................. 11 

www.pilotrock.com

Sof Surfaces. ...................................................................................................... 4 

www.sofsurfaces.com



4

Sof Surfaces
2566-2



Ready Or Not, 
Here It Comes!

WVRPA GOLF 
TOURNAMENT RESULTS

President’s Message

Joe Shuttleworth

As always, I hope this finds you well and maybe even a little rested. The holiday season has come and 

gone, and unless you have indoor facilities, maybe you are slightly slower than normal. I always find it hard 

to downshift after the crazy spring, summer and fall months. While we never seem to really slow down, we 

usually have a couple of weeks that seem abnormal. 

The annual WVRPA Golf Tournament was held at the Palmer 
Course at Stonewall Resort State Park.

Several golfers enjoyed the beautiful day and competed for 
the coveted championship after a luncheon sponsored by our 
friends at Terradon.

The team of Mitch Reno of Cunningham Associates and John 
Cooper of Clarksburg Parks captured the championship with 
an impressive 15 under par 57.

Second place in the event were Joe Shuttleworth of Bridge-
port Parks and Kaitlin Bishop of Clarksburg Parks.

facilities. Our citizens and visitors will be out in force to reap 
the rewards of our efforts. Bodies will move, pounds will be 
lost, laughter will be heard and excitement will be in the air. So, 
spend these slower times wisely, and be prepared because 
soon, ready or not, summer will be here.

Please keep our friend Lynn Watts from the City of Charleston 
Parks in your thoughts and prayers. She is laid up for a while 
after a bad fall on some ice this winter. We all wish her a speedy 
recovery!

Joe Shuttleworth
President

The third-place team consisted of Ryan Wheeler of Terradon 
and Jim Christie of Larson Design Group.

Rick DeGroff of United Laboratories won the Long Drive Con-
test and the golf bag donated by Beverage Distributors, Craig 
White of Grand Vue Park made the Longest Putt, and Kaitlin 
Bishop captured the Closest to the Pin.

Thanks go out to all of the tournament participants, with spe-
cial thanks Terradon for sponsoring the lunch.
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However, those of you 
with the winter blues do 
not have much time to 
languish. I’m sure most 
of you are working on 
budgets, planning for 
the busy months and 
even contemplating 
hiring seasonal staff 
already. The cold, drea-
ry weather will soon be 

replaced by more daylight and sunshine. This is a good thing. 
As the grass and trees come back alive, so do many of our 
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Annual West Virginia Recreation  
& Park Conference Recap
I wish to take this opportunity to say thank you to everyone who attended the 44th annual 
WVRPA Conference at Stonewall Resort and to recognize and thank the Exhibitors, 
Speakers, Sponsors and Award Winners.

Exhibitors
All Recreation
Alpha
Chapman Technical Group
Commercial Insurance
Community Solutions
Cunningham Recreation
Davis Athletics
Disc Golf Sports Center
EH Griffith
GAI Consultants
Innova Disc Golf
Larson Design Group
Musco Lighting
Recreation Resource USA 
Sparks @ Play
Taylor Sports & Recreation
Terradon
Terry Smith Pool Tec.
Thrasher
Triad Engineering
United Laboratories
Wallace Pancher
Whitlam Paint
WV Tobacco Prevention

Speakers
» Steven Richards, WV State Universi-

ty: Planning, Protecting and Restoring 
Environmental Quality For Our Parks

» Art Shomo, WV Deptartment of  
Environment: Project WILD, K-1 to 
K-12 Outdoor and Indoor Environmen-
tal Activities

» Clay Medley, Commercial Insurance: 
Session 1 – Facility and Park Safety 
and Maintenance In Our Parks

» Jim Yaminitzky, EH Griffith: Session 
2 – Facility and Park Safety and Main-
tenance In Our Parks

Award Winners
» Ellen Ulmer, Wallace Pancher – 2015 

Exhibitor Display Award 
» Brooke Hunley, Shepherd University 

– 2015 Cunningham Recreation Stu-
dent Scholarship Award

» Don Burton, Bridgeport Parks and 
Recreation – John G. Scherlacher Fel-
lowship Award

Notable Highlights
» Welcome Social: World Series game 

seven on the jumbo screen, fierce 
skeet ball and ping-pong tourna-
ments, and “barrel of fun”

» Campfire: The telling of past confer-
ence “notable highlights” and four  
different samples of maple syrup

» Don Burton: Receiving the John G. 
Scherlacher Fellowship Award

» Segway Tour: Yes, you can get hurt 
on a Segway!

Keep Playing!
Bruce Miller 
WVRPA Executive Director

» Stephen Smith, Co-Director, Try This 
West Virginia: Try This WV – Great 
Opportunity for Collaboration

» David Gilmore, Community Solutions 
Group: Session 1 – Park Planning and 
Crime Prevention Through Environ-
mental Design

» Kristin Caborn, Community Solutions 
Group: Session 2 – Park Planning and 
Crime Prevention Through Environ-
mental Design

» Gregory Place, Cody Gardenhour, 
Brooke Hunley, Kiana Miller and 
Connor O’Shea, Shepherd University: 
Does Outdoor Education Help Society 
Today Become More Environmental

» Bruce Miller, WVRPA: Round Table 
Discussion – Environmental and Out-
door Programs and Events That Work

Sponsors
» Alpha: Welcome Social
» Cunningham Recreation: 
 Awards Banquet
» Davis Athletics: Treat Table 
» Terradon: Golf Tournament
» WV Tobacco Prevention: Notebooks 
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The highlight of the WVRPA Conference 

Banquet was the annual award presenta-

tion. A few awards were presented this 

year, including our organization’s highest 

honor — the John G. Scherlacher Award.

Congratulations to the 2016 award winners and a special 
thanks to the awards committee for their part in making these 
awards possible.

The Cunningham Scholarship, annually sponsored by Skip 
Cunningham of Cunningham Associates, is presented annu-
ally to a deserving student majoring in the field of parks and 
recreation. This year’s winner was Brooke Hunley of Shepherd 
University.

The Eugene M. Fuller Program Award was presented to New 
Martinsville Parks and Recreation for “A Walk to Remember.” 
It is a noncompetitive walk to honor Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Month. The proceeds are given to the Wetzel County Senior 
Citizens Center Respite Care Program. This year the event 
brought in 50-70 participants.

The James L. McClelland Public Parks and Recreation Facility 
Award was presented to New Martinsville Parks and Recre-
ation for their “First Responder Park.” After partnering with the 
Riverfront Development Committee, New Martinsville Parks 
and Recreation started the grueling task of completing phase 
one of their project on the new boat docks and boat-launching 
ramp once funds were secured. With the price being well over 
$1 million and the location a very steep bank along the Ohio 
River, their work was cut out for them. Due to their tremendous 
efforts, the docks are the only public docks in New Martinsville 
including a shelter, ADA accessible ramp, and a memorial 
swing with beautiful landscaping for patrons to enjoy.

The Austin C. Palmer Outstanding Facility Award was pre-
sented to Bridgeport Parks and Recreation for the Bridgeport 
Recreation Complex. Opening in 2012 with an $8 million 
investment, the complex is used for a “wagon wheel baseball 
complex,” soccer and football fields and is home field to the 
Fairmont State University baseball team, cross country running 
events, Easter egg hunts, community 5-K races, the Color Run, 
fall festivals, and a Strongman competition, to name a few. 
In looking forward, Bridgeport Parks and Recreation plans to 
expand their developments adjacent to the Complex by acquir-
ing 30 acres to build a facility in hopes to include an indoor 
aquatic facility, six indoor basketball courts, indoor turf area, a 
senior citizen area, an elevated walking track, and offices for the 
parks and recreation department. 

The final award presentation of the ceremony was of the John 
G. Scherlacher Fellow Award, the highest honor WVRPA can 
bestow to a park and recreation professional in West Virginia. 
Fittingly, the nominee must have at least ten years of experi-
ence in a leisure field and five years of service to WVRPA, and 
demonstrate a willingness to assume a leadership role within our 
organization. Don Burton, director of Bridgeport Parks and Rec-
reation since 1987, was presented the award by John Cooper, 
past president. Don is a graduate of the University of Charleston 
with a degree in physical education, health and recreation. He 
has held many positions in the parks and recreation field, includ-
ing assistant rural recreation coordinator with Kanawha County 
(1979), recreation director for the City of Belle (1981) and assis-
tant director and program coordinator for the City of St Albans 
(1993). He is currently director of Bridgeport Parks and Recre-
ation. Don has shown tremendous leadership over the years and 
continues to play a vital role in the National Recreation and Park 
Association and WVRPA where he has been the treasurer for the 
past 37 years. 

This year’s nominees have been selected for some of the most 
outstanding projects and work that we have seen in WVRPA. 
WVRPA encourages you to apply to be a part of this prestigious 
group of hardworking and dedicated individuals and parks.

By Kaitlin Bishop, Awards Chairman

WVRPA 
CONFERENCE 
AWARDS



The Fantasy Maze
When Kevin Brady came to the Greater 
Huntington Park & Recreation District 
(GHPRD) in November of 2010, he 
brought a head full of ideas with him. 
One of those ideas was a giant magical 
maze right in the middle of one of the 
parks. The Fantasy Maze was a program 
Kevin began in Hamilton County, Ten-
nessee, many years ago that still to this 
day draws thousands of guests each 
year. Implementing this program in the 
GHPRD was not possible for the first 
few years of Kevin’s directorship due to 
cuts in the activities budget over the last 
decade. Kevin hired Stacey Leep as the 
new recreation coordinator, along with 
a new team of recreation programmers, 
and they immediately went to work 
bringing all sorts of thriving events and 
activities to the community. The Fantasy 
Maze was unveiled in October, 2015, 
and returned for another wildly success-
ful season in October, 2016.

visiting the superheroes, guests passed 
Charlie Brown on their way to the Easter 
Bunny. The last stop on the way out 
of the maze was jolly old Saint Nick 
himself, reminding the children that he 
would be visiting them in a couple of 
months. Once guests exited the Fantasy 
Maze, they were able to take advan-
tage of a custom Wizard of Oz photo 
booth to commemorate the experience. 
Children got a chance to burn off any 
excess energy in the inflatables. Sev-
eral concessionaires were on hand to 
provide hot chocolate, hot dogs and 
fresh kettle corn. Another addition to the 
Fantasy Maze experience this year was 
Face Painting by Jess.

ters and designing sets for each station, 
the maintenance crew was working on 
building large set pieces and construct-
ing the actual maze. When all was said 
and done, there was a fully-decorated, 
enchanted maze sitting right in the mid-
dle of Ritter Park, just waiting to delight 
all who entered.

Having decided to run this program 
each evening for the last two weekends 
in October, finding volunteers to work 
the event and play the characters was 
a critical piece of the puzzle. The park 
district tapped into a valuable resource, 
its summer theater actors, to draft vol-
unteers to bring the characters to life. 
For four hours each night, 40 volun-
teers dressed up and got into character 
and took their places in the maze. The 
park district also teamed up with the 
Women’s Club of Huntington to provide 
volunteers to sell tickets and manage 
the inflatables. Having such a strong 
volunteer base lessened the burden of 
scheduling paid staff and kept overhead 
costs down.

Over the course of the last two week-
ends in October 2016, over 5,000 peo-
ple enjoyed the Fantasy Maze and had 
their candy bags filled. Upon entering 
the maze, guests were greeted by the 
Cat in the Hat, Dorothy and her friends 
from the Wizard of Oz, Mary Poppins, 
and Willy Wonka, a nod to our sum-
mer theater productions over the years. 
Next, guests were enchanted by classic 
Disney princesses Rapunzel, Cinderella, 
Belle, Ariel and Elsa. Peter Pan and Tin-
kerbell wowed guests before they made 
their way to the newest characters in the 
Fantasy Maze — Dory and Nemo, Joy 
and Sadness from Inside Out, and Bat-
man, Superman and Spiderman. After 

The Fantasy Maze is the non-scary 
alternative to Halloween, built with 1,200 
bales of straw and filled with children’s 
favorite storybook and cartoon char-
acters. The Fantasy Maze gave the 
GHPRD Recreation and Maintenance 
Departments a perfect opportunity to 
work together on a large scale event. 
While the recreation team was busy 
recruiting volunteers to play the charac-

The Fantasy Maze was featured in sev-
eral television news stories and news-
paper articles and was shared widely on 
social media. Local DJs from KEE 100 
broadcasted a live program from the 
Fantasy Maze each weekend. Guests 
raved about the wholesome fun that 
the Fantasy Maze offered and endlessly 
thanked the park district for providing 
such a remarkable recreation opportuni-
ty to the public. With the second year of 
the Fantasy Maze garnering even more 
success than the first year, it is certain 
that this event will become an annual 
tradition for GHPRD and the Huntington 
area community.
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Hampshire County Parks and Recreation 

Lights Up the Holidays

Hampshire County Parks and Recreation (HCP&R) concluded its fourth annual Christmas Festival 

of Lights at Central Hampshire Park in Augusta, West Virginia, on January 1, 2017, and response 

to the event was impressive. In all, 5,941 cars toured the light displays, and if you modestly esti-

mate that there were three people in each car, over 15,000 people enjoyed the drive-through show 

from the warmth and comfort of their own vehicles. 

HCP&R kicked off the festival with the Lighting Ceremony, held 
on November 26. The ceremony featured free hot chocolate, 
coffee and cookies to everyone who attended, as well as a 
visit from Santa for kids of all ages. The kids also brought 
decorations to place on the official Christmas Festival of Lights 
tree, which was located in the amphitheater of the park and 
remained lit throughout the festival. HCP&R provided decora-
tions for the kids who forgot to bring their own. Over 200 visi-
tors attended the Lighting Ceremony.

The festival began in 2013 with 24 light displays scattered along 
the half-mile circular drive around Central Hampshire Park. 
Through the generosity of the Hampshire County Commission, 
the HCP&R Board, and many citizens and businesses around 
the county, the festival has grown to more than 100 displays 
(over 300 individual pieces), many of which are animated.

Special attractions for 2016 included a “Merry Christmas” arch 
at the entrance to the park and a musical display. Visitors to 
the festival simply tuned their radios to 106.5 FM when they 
entered the park, and they could then watch the musical dis-
play flash to the beat of five different Christmas tunes, which 
played through their radio speakers.

Because of the generosity of so many people in Hampshire 
County, HCP&R is able to offer the festival free of charge. Dona-
tions are accepted during the Christmas Festival of Lights Fund 
Drive, which is conducted during January and February after 
the close of each Festival. To date, the county commission, 
the HCP&R Board and the citizens of Hampshire County have 
contributed over $60,000 to the fund over the past three years.

If you happen to be in Hampshire County next December, make 
sure you visit one of our fine restaurants for dinner and then 
stop by Central Hampshire Park to check out the lights. The 
festival is open daily from 5-10 p.m., beginning the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving and ending New Year’s Day.



Planning for Pool Renovation with  
New Martinsville Parks and Recreation

In July 2016, the New Martinsville Parks 
and Recreation Department reopened its 
swimming pool at Lewis Wetzel Park. The 
pool closed after the 2014 season, and 
the department began to plan for its reno-
vation. A consultant helped them through 
the design and construction, and solid 
plans began to take shape. The pool at 
Lewis Wetzel was concrete, L-shaped and 
built in about 1970. The long leg of the L 
was the shallow end and the short leg held 
the eleven-foot-deep diving well. This was 
a very popular pool design of the era. The 
southeastern United States is dotted with 
pools of this type, and many of them are in 
the process of becoming new again. 

After more than forty years in operation, 
pool maintenance had become more than 
routine. Fresh paint was required almost 
yearly. Chemical use was increasing. The 
filter and skimmers were not working 
properly, and the pool was losing water. 
New Martinsville was out of Band-Aids 
that could keep the pool operational. 

As New Martinsville’s director of parks 
and recreation, Bev Gibb had the experi-
ence in pool operation and maintenance 
to help establish the design guidelines 
for the project. It was clear that, in order 
to offer an up-to-date facility, certain ele-
ments would have to be included in this 
pool makeover: comply with ADA require-
ments, provide zero entry, eliminate the 
diving well, incorporate a splash-play 
area, and add a water slide. Additionally, 
they would need a new building to house 
the filter and pumps, and would replace 
the pool deck.

Everything about the project seemed fair-
ly straightforward. A pool company that 
offered design services in exchange for 
specifying their products would provide 
drawings using their product line as a 
basis for design. In order to guaran-
tee competitive pricing, the bid package 
would be set up to accept proposals for 
other product lines as long as they met 
certain requirements.

lic money comes with strings attached. 
You will have to solicit competitive bids, 
obtained from contractors who are relying 
on complete plans to prepare those bids. 
Be prepared to invest time in having the 
professionals develop those plans. Also 
allow the contractors about four weeks to 
prepare their bids. A mandatory pre-bid 
conference will help to air any questions 
and familiarize all interested parties with 
the job at hand.

Third, determine what, if any, aspects of 
the construction can be completed by 
your municipality or by volunteers. While 
this takes additional coordination prior to 
or during construction, the cost savings 
can be considerable. Explore the pos-
sibility of purchasing equipment directly 
from manufacturers to eliminate the mid-
dleman mark-up. Examine every ele-
ment of the design to determine if parts 
of the construction can be worked into 
the budget of other municipal projects 
(especially utility upgrades, sidewalks and 
paving). Delay non-essentials and budget 
for them in the future. 

Fourth, check references. Before, during 
and after the bidding process you can 
check out contractors and their prior work 
records. You may request qualifications to 
bid by asking for a list of similar projects 
completed by the contractor. This should 
include a list of pools that are in operation. 
Call those owners/operators. They love to 
talk about their pools! You will know when 
you’ve found a reputable builder with a 
reputable product. Remember to take the 
occasional criticism with a grain of salt. 
Every project has its imperfections.

All told, the project took about eighteen 
months to complete, but the success of 
the abbreviated first season in operation 
was worth the wait. In only five weeks of 
operation the usage generated approxi-
mately two-thirds of the projected revenue 
for the fiscal year 2016-17. 

As the design consultant, Hays Land-
scape Architecture Studio (now Walla-
cePancher Group) enlisted the help of the 
pool company, an engineer and an archi-
tect to complement its design and project 
management services. They established 
a scope of work for each professional to 
determine a realistic timeline for comple-
tion. Suddenly New Martinsville was on its 
way to designing and building a pool and 
the necessary amenities on a tight, six-
month schedule!

It’s only reasonable to fast forward at this 
point and reveal that it just didn’t happen.

The plans for construction were final-
ized and advertised for competitive bids. 
Those bids came in over budget and were 
rejected. The group commenced with the 
redesign and successful completion of its 
project. From the lessons learned, here 
are some tips for getting through the pro-
cess of planning for a pool renovation or 
new construction.

First, determine exactly what type of swim-
ming pool suits your needs, your budget 
and your means for keeping it operational. 
This will take time. Allow for it. There really 
is no one pool that suits every community. 
Find what suits yours. Ask questions. Talk 
to pool operators. This is the time that 
you can choose the features, finishes and 
equipment that will define your facility.

Discussions with many pool profession-
als revealed that there are basically two 
schools of thought when it comes to 
swimming pools design. The designers, 
operators, owners and builders prefer one 
system over the other. The preference 
seems to be pretty evenly divided. It was 
also surprising to find that there are only a 
few engineers licensed to design a pool in 
West Virginia and only a few contractors 
licensed to build a pool in West Virginia. 

Second, engage a professional pool 
designer. Municipal swimming pools are 
typically built with public money. Pub-
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West Virginia Recreation and Parks Association
164 W. Main St.
Bridgeport, WV 26330

Grand Vue Park: Four Grand Openings

The year 2016 saw four grand openings 
at Grand Vue Park located in Mounds-
ville, West Virginia. The additions includ-
ed an aerial adventure park, ice cream 
and sweets shop, observatory and four 
treetop villas. The aerial adventure park 
was added to the eight zip lines at the 
“Base Camp” location. The aerial adven-
ture park consists of a climbing tower, 
high ropes course, euro trampoline, giant 
swing and a mega jump. The aerial 
adventure park opens more options for 
families and is your one-stop shop for an 
adrenaline rush. 

Smart Center’s Star Watch events, which 
Grand Vue Park now proudly offers. 
Grand Vue Park is deemed a “dark park,” 
which is a park kept free of artificial light 
pollution. This allows for great viewing 
possibilities in the night skies.

The biggest buzz at Grand Vue Park in 
2016 was the opening of the treetop vil-
las. To add to the abundance of cabin 
options at Grand Vue Park, the treetop 
villas bring a lot to the table. The cabins 
have very modern amenities including 
hot tubs, self-starting wood fireplaces 
and stylish furniture. The biggest differ-
ence that sets these beauties apart from 
other cabins is they exist high within the 
trees. The tallest back deck of all the tree 
houses is Red Maple, its deck sitting at 
65 feet above ground. Adventurers love 
pairing an 8-zip-line canopy tour with a 
night or two in the treetop villas.

Craig White, general manager of Grand 
Vue Park, set a goal to always have 
something new for guests who visit the 
park annually. He credits the Grand Vue 
Park Board of Directors, community and 
staff for always having an open mind and 
the desire and belief that Grand Vue Park 
continues to move forward.

ice cream at various locations in the 
park turned into a full-service ice cream 
shop. The iconic barn at Grand Vue Park 
made the perfect location for the shop. 
In two months, the basement of the 
barn that served as a storage facility was 
transformed into Flurry’s Ice Cream and 
Sweets. The shop can seat up to 40 peo-
ple and was the venue of four birthday 
parties before it closed for the season. 
The name Flurry comes from the white 
albino deer that lives in the park. Flurry 
enjoys the area around the barn and has 
many visitors throughout the year.

Like all parks and recreation depart-
ments, Grand Vue Park loves to partner 
with area businesses. One partnership 
that sparked a grand opening was with 
The Smart Center, located in Wheeling, 
West Virginia. The Smart Center is an 
interactive, hands-on science store that 
not only sells products for the curious 
but also demonstrates and explains how 
and why things work. Because of their 
interest in astronomy, owners Robert 
and Libby Strong wrote a grant request 
to Chevron and were awarded a 16-inch 
telescope that stands over 6 feet tall. The 
telescope is housed in a small observa-
tory along with smaller telescopes for The 

Flurry’s Ice Cream and Sweets Shop 
made it just in time for the end of sum-
mer. The idea for a small freezer to serve 


